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1. There has been no doubt in our minds that the
Telephone Affair and the subsequent parliamentary investigation
has been a tremendous strain on President SCHRUEBBERS, zlthough
he has tried to maintain an optomistic attitude throughout the
entire ordeal. Nonetheless, the effects of this strain have
been apparent in his physical appearance and from comments made

his wife at various social functions.

2. During a meeting with him on 16 April, however, the
seriousness of his condition was made clear to us by the President
himself. He said that he had felt heart pains for some time
and has been under doctors treatment for this condition.
Recently, however, his house doctor advised him to go to a spec-
ialist for electro-cardiogram tests. Through an error by the
specialist's secretary the results of these tests were sent
directly to SCHRUEBBERS, instead of to his house doctor.
SCHRUEBBERS read a very frank report that the left side of his
heart was considerably enlarged and had ceased to function properly.
The specialist stated bluntly that unless SCHRUEBBERS underwent
immediate treatment and relaxed his work schedule he would be dead
in three months.

3. This misdirected report greatly shocked President
SCHRUEBBERS and embarrased his doctor, but nonetheless the
specialist's diagnosis remains valid. SCHRUEBBERS, therefore,
plans to take a month's cure in a heart treatment sanatorium
during the month of May 1964. He hopes that the treatment will
succeed in revitalizing the left side of his heart, but this
remains to be seen.

4. An added factor against full recovery is the fact that
SCHRUEBBER's brother died suddenly of a heart attack last year
at the age of 50, even though he had no previous heart ailment.
Apparently. there is a history of heart illness in the family.

5. The consequences of SCHRUEBBERS' illness on the BfV are
difficult to estimate at present. At certain times during the
parliamentary investigation it has appeared as if SCHRUEBBERS
might lose his job, but more recently as the investigation draws
to a close we have been inclined to believe that SCHRUEBBERS will
not be sacrificed, but on the other Land Vice President RADKE
may end up as the scapegoat. Since RADKE will retire at the
latest on 31 October 1964, his departure and replacement will be
necessary in any case. If SCHRUEBBERS is forced to retire for
health reasons, the BiV will be left without any senior super-
visors and most certainly an inexperienced official will be brought
in from the outside. Whether Dr. NOLLAU will be promoted to Vice
President still remains very much up in the air, although most
RfVers support his candidacy for the position.
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6. The above information has already become a subject of
frequent conversation among senior HfV officials, who suffered
serious blows to their morale during the investigation of the
BfV and who greatly desire to see stability and professionalism
return to the leadership of the BfV. SCHRUEBBERS' illness has
caused most BfVers additional worry about the future of the
organization.

7. We will keep the addressees advised of further develop-
ments.


